
They’re Watching!   
Bill Brinkworth 

As Daniel 
aged, his 
movements 
and actions 
were contin-
ually watch-
ed. Possibly 
because he appeared to be “too 
good to be true,” and partly be-
cause his excellent character con-
victed onlookers of their lying, 
cheating, and their lack of testi-
mony. The princes and other lo-
cal officials observed the man. 
However, they could not find any 
flaw in Daniel’s character. His 
good attitude, even amidst diffi-
cult circumstances the 90-year 
old leader faced, infuriated them 
more. Daniel’s outstanding testi-
mony was flawless, as far as any-
one could see (Daniel 6:3-4). 

Daniel’s testimony did not 
impress his fellow statesmen, as 
it should have.  His behavior only 
led them to devise a conspiracy to 
force him to fall.  Perhaps elimi-
nating the outstanding leader 
would not only open his political 
position for them to occupy, but 
would also get rid of an example 
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that daily convicted them of their 
short-comings.  

Continued on Page 2 

 

 Paul Describes How to 
Have a Good Testimony 

Bill Brinkworth 

In advising Titus as to what he 
should preach, Paul defined how a 
Christian’s new character should 
be. A Christian should strive not 
to talk negatively about anyone, 
nor fight with others, to be gentle, 
and meek (Titus 3: 2). 

Sometimes people that have 
been saved for awhile agree that 
the Lord has changed them, but 
they forget how they were before 
Jesus made a difference in their 
lives. In Titus 3:3, Paul reminds 
Titus of what we used to do. 
Shamefully, we all have to nod 
our head in agreement that our sin 
was great before we were saved. 
We still, after we were saved, are 
not perfect; but God does change 
the believer. 

These changes in our lives are 
not our doing. It is not we that did 
the changing without God’s help. 
For those that think they are a bet-
ter  person   after  they   are  saved 
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Read the  New Testament 
In 149 Days! 

1.  Mat. 1,2 
2.  Mat. 3,4 
3.  Mat. 5. 
4.  Mat. 6,7 
5.  Mat. 8,9 
6.  Mat. 10 
7.  Mat. 11, 12 
8.  Mat. 13 
9.  Mat. 14, 15 
10.  Mat. 16, 17 
11.  Mat. 18, 19 
12.  Mat. 20, 21 
13.  Mat. 22 
14.  Mat. 23 
15.  Mat. 24 
16.  Mat. 25 
17.  Mat. 26 
18.  Mat.27-28 
19.  Mar. 1 
20.  Mar. 2-3 
21.  Mar. 4 
22.  Mar. 5 
23.  Mar. 6 
24.  Mar. 7-8 
25.  Mar. 9 
26.  Mar. 10 
27.  Mar. 11-12 
28.  Mar. 13 
29.  Mar.14 
30.  Mar. 15, 16 
31.  Luke 1 
32.  Luke 2 
33.  Luke 3, 4 
34.  Luke 5 
35.  Luke 6 
36.  Luke 7 
37.  Luke 8 
38.  Luke 9 
39.  Luke 10 
40.  Luke 11 
41.  Luke 12 
42.  Luke 13, 14 
43.  Luke 15, 16 
44.  Luke 17 
45.  Luke 18 
46.  Luke 19 
47.  Luke 20 
48.  Luke 21 
49.  Luke 22 
50.  Luke 23 
51.  Luke 24 
52.  John 1 

53.  John 2, 3 
54.  John 4 
55.  John 5 
56.  John 6 
57.  John 7 
58.  John 8 
59.  John 9 
60.  John 10 
61.  John 11 
62.  John 12 
63.  John 13 
64.  John 14, 15 
65.  John 16, 17 
66.  John 18 
67.  John 19 
68.  John 20, 21 
69.  Acts 1, 2 
70.  Acts 3,4 
71.  Acts 5, 6 
72.  Acts 7 
73.  Acts 8 
74.  Acts 9 
75.  Acts 10 
76.  Acts 11, 12 
77.  Acts 13 
78.  Acts 14, 15 
79.  Acts 16 
80.  Acts 17, 18 
81.  Acts 19 
82.  Acts 20 
83.  Acts 21 
84.  Acts 22, 23 
85.  Acts 24, 25 
86.  Acts 26, 27 
87.  Acts 28 
88.  Rom. 1, 2 
89.  Rom. 3, 4 
90.  Rom. 5,6 
91.  Rom. 7, 8 
92.  Rom. 9, 10 
93.  Rom. 11, 12 
94.  Rom. 13, 14 
95.  Rom. 15, 16 
96.  I Co. 1,2 
97.  I Co. 3,4 
98.  I Co. 5, 6 
99.  I Co. 7, 8 
100.  I Co. 9, 10 
101.  I Co. 11, 12 
102.  I Co. 13, 14 
103.  I Co. 15 
104.  I Co. 16 & II Co. 1 

105.  II Co. 2, 3, 4 
106.  II Co.5, 6, 7 
107.  II Co. 8, 9, 10 
108.  II Co. 11, 12 
109.  II Co. 13 & Gal. 1 
110.  Gal.2, 3 
111.  Gal. 4, 5 
112.  Gal. 6 & Eph. 1 
113.  Eph. 2, 3 
114.  Eph. 4 5 
115.  Eph.  6 & Phil. 1 
116.  Phil. 2, 3 
117.  Phil. 4 & Col. 1 
118.  Col. 2, 3 
119.  Col. 4 & I Thes. 1, 2 
120.  I Thes. 3-5 
121.  II Thes. 1-3 
122.  I Tim. 1, 2, 3 
123.  I Tim. 4 - 6 
124.  II Tim. 1, 2 
125.  II Tim. 3, 4 
126.  Titus 1-3 
127.  Philemon 
128.  Heb. 1, 2, 3 
129.  Heb. 4, 5, 6 
130.  Heb. 7, 8 
131.  Heb. 9, 10 
132.  Heb. 11 
133.  Heb. 12, 13 
134.  Jas. 1, 2 
135.  Jas. 3-5 
136.  I Pet. 1, 2 
137.  I Pet. 3-5 
138.  II Pet. 1, 2 
139.  II Pet. 3 & I Jn. 1-2 
140.  I John  3-5 
141.  II & III John, & Jude 
142.  Rev. 1, 2 
143.  Rev. 3, 4, 5 
144.  Rev. 6-8 
145.  Rev. 9-11 
146.  Rev.12-14 
147.  Rev. 15-17 
148.  Rev. 18, 19 
149.  Rev. 20-22 

It is finished!  
  
Reading 40-70 verses per 
day, the New Tement can 
be read in 149 days or 
less. 
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They devised a plan (Dan. 6:7
-9) which involved duping King 
Darius to pass a law forbidding 
anyone to ask any God or man, 
except the King, for anything for 
30 days.  The King passed the 
decree. They knew very well that 
Daniel would not stop his prayer 
time with the Lord under any 
circumstances (Dan. 6:5).  The 
rulers were hoping that Daniel’s 
love and commitment to God 
would be his downfall. 

Their plan did work.  Al-
though Daniel knew of the law, 
he boldly opened the windows of 
his prayer chamber; so all could 
see that no law of man, or any-
thing else, would deter him from 
his daily conversations with God 
Almighty. He did get caught, and 
was thrown into a den of lions as 
punishment for breaking their 
law and not going to the govern-
ment only for his needs and fel-
lowship. 

The story did not end there.  
An angel of the the Lord closed 
the mouths of the carnivores, and 
Daniel was unharmed.  The king, 
seeing the protection of God and 
realizing he had been manipulat-
ed into trying to get rid of the 
man of God, had the conspirators 
thrown into the same den.  They 
were not protected, and they per-
ished. 

Although Daniel’s experience 
in the lions’ den occurred over 

2,500 years ago, man has not 
changed much.  There are still 
those that watch people that 
claim to be the children of God.  
Perhaps, it is because deep down 
in their hearts they know 
there is a God, and 
they want to see 
some reflec-
tion of a liv-
ing God in 
others’ lives.  
Those that they 
observe making mistakes (it is 
curious how an unspiritual per-
son thinks he can judge one that 
is trying to live spiritually) are 
often quickly labeled as 
“hypocrites”.  Those that “pass” 
their scrupulous observations are 
their proof that there is a God, 
and His way works.  However, 
too many, instead of changing 
their lifestyle to a godly one that 
brings joy and peace, even after 
watching a good Christian testi-
mony, will often ridicule and 
persecute those that have a suc-
cessful, God-approved life. 

This type of persecution hap-
pened to other biblical people, 
including: Paul, John, and even 
Jesus.   We can expect this per-
secution even today, and it con-
tinues. It has been estimated that 
163,000 Christans die every year 
for their faith in countries such 
as: Myanmar, China, Egypt, 
Iran, Laos, North Korea, Saudi 
Arabia, and Sudan. In America it 
is common for some to make 

derogatory remarks against 
Christians. Often they are the 
brunt of unkind jokes. 

However, those that have not 
found the peace of God that pass-
es all understanding are still 
watching.  Since not many read 
the Word of God for themselves, 
a good Christian testimony may 
be all of God onlookers ever see. 

If you are a Christian, your 
testimony is under observation. 
When you get mad, do others see 
that you behave just like the un-
saved? On Sunday, do they ob-
serve you in the same places the 
unsaved go on the Lord’s day, 
rather than the house of God? At 
work, do they see you stealing 
time from your employer? At 
leisure, are you spotted doing 
things that even the unsaved 
know are not right?  Is your lan-
guage improper and scrutinized 
as language inappropriate for a 
believer? Does your example 
give those considering obeying 
God an excuse for not following 
God’s commands, or does exami-
nation of your testimony lead 
others to the same conclusion 
they came to about Daniel’s life, 
they “… could not find none oc-
casion nor fault; forasmuch as he 
was faithful, neither was there 
any error or fault found in 
him” (Dan. 6:4).   

Christians are not perfect be-
cause they are still made of the 
same sinful flesh they were born 
with. They will still fall short of 

living a perfectly godly life.  
They may face persecution, but 
the same God that protected Dan-
iel can protect them. No matter 
their situation, their Christian 
example is important.  They must 
dare to be like Daniel, because 
there are many that are watching! 
Their upright behavior may be 
the link to someone’s turning to 
Christ. 
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because of their own doing, 
they are mistaken (Titus 3:5). 

Many feel they have to “clean 
up” their life first, and then get 
saved. The problem is we cannot 
change our natural state our-
selves. We can clean up the out-
side. We can look like a Chris-
tian, talk like a Christian, and go 
to places a Christian should go to; 
but that does not give us a Chris-
tian’s heart. In most cases, man 
does not even know what is 
wrong with him to begin with. 
Only God can change the inside 
of man to what it should be. Only 
the Holy Spirit can change a per-
son from a natural state to a spir-
itual one. 

When we submit to the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance, we will be a 
changed person. We will never be 
perfect until we get to heaven; 
but if we obey His guidance, we 
will not be the person we once 
were. 

  

“A good example has twice the value of 
good advice.” 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are 

become new.” II Cor. 5:17 


