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Dear Lib eral Friend,
I am so sorry how our friend -

ship has turned out.  I was so ex -
cited the min ute I learned that you 
were a Chris tian.  Fel low ship and
friend ship with an other of like
faith is very im por tant to me. 
How ever, I quickly learned that
your def i ni tion and my def i ni tion
of be ing a “Chris tian” were com -
pletely different.

When one says they are a
“Chris tian”, I as sume their think -
ing and life style would be aligned 
with the Bi ble.  Your “Chris tian -
ity” is not much like what is de -
scribed in my Bi ble.  Mat ter of
fact, most of the time you did n’t
want to dis cuss the Bi ble.  When
the con ver sa tion did lead to spir i -
tual things, you quickly went to
the de fense and ac cused me of
judg ing or ar gued the doc trine.
We have spent more time dis cuss -
ing “what the Bi ble re ally
means”, as you kept say ing, than
agree ing on the things of God.

My other friend ships with
Chris tians have never been this
strained.   It is has al ways been
easy and per fectly nat u ral for me
and my other friends to talk about
the things of  God, be cause we are
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Not The Same Man
“There fore if any man be in

Christ, he is a new crea ture: old
things are passed away; be hold,
all things are be come new.”  
                    II Co rin thi ans 5:17

When a per son is saved, he
be comes a new per son. He’s dif -
fer ent be cause when Christ co -
mes into one’s heart and life,
peo ple get changed.  Such is ev i -
denced when Saul (Paul) got
saved. See the dif fer ence in a
brief glimpse of his life.

When the re li gious lead ers
stoned Ste phen for preach ing the
truth that their re li gion was
wrong, Saul was there:

“Then they cried out with a
loud voice, and stopped their
ears, and ran upon him with one
ac cord, 58 And cast him out of
the city, and stoned him: and the
wit nesses laid down their clothes 
at a young man’s feet, whose
name was Saul. 59 And they
stoned Ste phen, call ing upon
God, and say ing, Lord Je sus, re -
ceive my spirit.” Acts 7:57-59

In stead of be ing amazed by
Stephen's power that could only
have come from God, Saul was
strength ened even more to serve
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per ils in the wil der ness, in per ils
in the sea, in per ils among false
breth ren; 27 In wea ri ness and
pain ful ness, in watchings of ten,
in hun ger and thirst, in fastings
of ten, in cold and na ked ness." 
II Corinthians 11:23 

“Then Paul an swered, What
mean ye to weep and to break
mine heart? for I am ready not to
be bound only, but also to die at

Je ru sa lem for the name of the
Lord Je sus.”  Act 21:13

Here was a man that killed
Chris tians and was now be ing
threat ened to be killed for his
works for Christ and his tes ti -
mony, but he felt it was more im -
por tant to wit ness then to fear
per se cu tion.

He in deed was not the man
he was.  He was changed by be ing 
saved.  Je sus changes lives.
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Dear Liberal Friend
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in ter ested in things of God. You are 
not.

I may not have been saved as
long as you have been, but I do
know that the Bi ble teaches a
Chris tian should live dif fer ently
than the un saved.  You seem to be
very com fort able dress ing like the
world, talk ing like the world, act -
ing like the world, do ing things the
world does, and go ing to places
that the world goes to.  It’s hard to
tell any dif fer ence between you
and the un saved. I am not com fort -
able do ing many of those things,
and I feel some of them are against
what God teaches in his book for
us to do.

The world is what we got
saved from.  The world is los ing
and not head ing for heaven, but to
hell.  I have no in ter est in think ing
and look ing like the los ing side.  I
lived that way be fore sal va tion,
and I cer tainly did not have the joy
or peace I do now in obey ing the
Lord. I think it is far safer and
biblical to be more like Christ.

Clearly, the Bi ble tells us to
talk to oth ers about Christ so they
also can be saved and have the
prom ise of heaven.  Prov erbs
11:30 says you are wise if you do
this.  You have rid i culed and tried
all you can to stop me from do ing
this.  No, I don’t think it “is push -
ing it down their throat” by tell ing
them.  If some one did n’t tell me
how to be saved, I would not be.  I
would feel very self ish if I did n’t
share sal va tion with oth ers, and
would be dis obe di ent to God’s

biblical com mand if I didn’t.
When I do wit ness to oth ers I

quite of ten hear the word “hyp o -
crite.”  The un saved world knows
how Chris tians should live. They
have seen so many that call them -
selves Chris tians, and see that they
don’t live the way they should.  Af -
ter see ing more liv ing the wrong
way, they quickly as sume that all
Chris tians are hyp o crites and liv -
ing the wrong life style.  I cer tainly
am not per fect, and am still grow -
ing spir i tu ally, but the peo ple they
are re fer ring to are not peo ple like
me, but are people like you.  

I love be ing saved.  It is so ex -
cit ing to know that Christ died for
all my sins and paid the price for
them so I could go heaven.  I owe
him much.  My de sire now is to
live for and serve Him.  Your lib -
eral the ol ogy and life style is do ing
much to harm and weaken the
cause of Christ.  It is giv ing those
try ing to serve and live for God a
bad name and is hurt ing the tes ti -
mo nies for those of us try ing to live 
right.

Sadly, I think it is time to part
as friends.  No, I don’t think my self 
“ho lier than thou”.  I know what I
was and that I can fall back into my 
old ways. I am con cerned that your
dis obe di ence may rub off on me. 
As so ci a tion with your un chris tian
life style will hurt my tes ti mony.  I
want to be more like Christ, and
want to have that rep u ta tion.  So,
un til your life style be comes more
Christ-like, our fel low ship will
have to stop.

Re gret fully,
Bill
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his re li gion rather then God.
“And Saul was con sent ing

unto his death. And at that time
there was a great per se cu tion
against the church which was at Je -
ru sa lem; …3 As for Saul, he made
havock of the church, en ter ing into
ev ery house, and hal ing men and
women com mit ted them to prison.”  
Acts 8:1-3  

Saul con tin ued to be a ter ror to 
the cause of Christ, un til he met Je -
sus.

"And Saul, yet breath ing out
threatenings and slaugh ter against
the dis ci ples of the Lord, went unto
the high priest, 3 And as he jour -
neyed, he came near Da mas cus:
and sud denly there shined round
about him a light from heaven: 4
And he fell to the earth, and heard a 
voice say ing unto him, Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me? 5 And he
said, Who art thou, Lord? And the
Lord said, I am Je sus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks. 6 And he
trem bling and as ton ished said,
Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?"  Acts 9:1 -6

God tells Ananias to min is ter
to Saul:

“Then Ananias an swered,
Lord, I have heard by many of this
man, how much evil he hath done to 
thy saints at Je ru sa lem: ... 15 But
the Lord said unto him, Go thy
way: for he is a cho sen ves sel unto
me, to bear my name be fore the
Gen tiles, and kings, and the chil -
dren of Is rael: 17 And Ananias
went his way, ... Brother Saul, the
Lord, even Je sus, that ap peared
unto thee in the way as thou
camest, hath sent me, that thou
mightest re ceive thy sight, and be

filled with the Holy Ghost.”
Acts 9:13-17

Now, Saul be came a tes ti -
mony for Christ, whom he had
per se cuted. The new man did
things dif fer ently.

" … Then was Saul cer -
tain days with the dis ci ples
which were at Da mas cus. 20
And straight way he preached
Christ in the syn a gogues, that
he is the Son of God. 21 But all
that heard him were amazed,
and said; Is not this he that de -
stroyed them which called on
this name in Je ru sa lem, and
came hither for that in tent,
that he might bring them
bound unto the chief priests? 
22 But Saul in creased the
more in strength, and con -
founded the Jews which dwelt
at Da mas cus, prov ing that this 
is very Christ. 23  And af ter …
the Jews took coun sel to kill
him: 24 But their lay ing await
was known of Saul. …” 
Acts 9:13-23

He suf fered much as a
Chris tian.  Here is Paul’s tes ti -
mony of the changed man.:

"...I am more; in la bours
more abun dant, in stripes
above mea sure, in pris ons
more fre quent, in deaths oft.
24 Of the Jews five times re -
ceived I forty stripes save one.
25 Thrice was I beaten with
rods, once was I stoned, thrice
I suf fered ship wreck, a night
and a day I have been in the
deep; 26 In journeyings of ten,
in per ils of wa ters, in per ils of
rob bers, in per ils by mine own
coun try men, in per ils by the
hea then, in per ils in the city, in
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F riendship can not be per ma nent un less it be comes   spir i tual.  There 

must be fel low ship in the deep est things of the soul, com mu nity in the 
high est thoughts, sym pa thy with the best en deav ors.                   — Black


