
Thoughts on Gossip 
From a message by Dr. Paul Tassel 

 A tongue three inches long 
can ruin a man six feet tall. 

 Gossip is a person with a 
strong sense of rumor. 

 Gossip always seems to travel 
fastest over grapevines that 
are slightly sour. 

 A groundless rumor often 
covers a lot of ground. 

 A dog is loved by old and 
young.  He wags his tail, and 
not his tongue. 

 Remember, running people 
down is bad business; whether 
you are a motorist or a gossip. 

 Men, like fish, would be safer 
if they kept their mouths shut. 

 To speak ill of others is only a 
roundabout way of bragging 
about yourself. 
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Christian, You’re Not 
Voting?   

Bill Brinkworth 

We have a wonderful country.  
Many gave their lives and others 
suffered great loss so that we 
would have a country where we 
could have some control over the 
government.  Our early forefa-
thers knew what it was like to 
have the government control eve-
rything by dictatorships and mon-
archies.  They designed our ruling 
body so 
that it 
would be 
fair and 
u n l i k e 
any other 
system in 
the world. 

Y e t 
today many take for granted what 
was given to them.  Many do not 
participate  in  maintaining the 
freedoms that they inherited. Ex-
ercising the right to vote is one 
way to do that.  Here are some of 
the many excuses some give for 
not voting in an election: 
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Many of the framers of our 
early government were godly men.  
They did want godly influence to 
continue to make America a coun-
try God would continue to bless. 

 
God has given us a wonderful 

country.  When a country drifts 
from godly principles, anarchy, 
mob-decision, and sin dominate its 
course.  We have an opportunity 
to attempt to vote for candidates 
that think more in line with what 
God would want.  Admittedly, it 
sometimes is an exercise in select-
ing the lesser of multiple evils.  If 
we do not intervene, the world 
will go in a godless course. How 
will the ungodly know unless we, 
as Christians, show them what 
God approves or disapproves of 
by our vote? 

How to Be Miserable  
Author Unknown 

 Use “I” as often as possible. 
 Be jealous and envious 

 Think only about yourself. 
 Talk only about yourself. 
 Never forget a criticism. 

 Always expect to be appreci-
ated. 

 Be suspicious. 
 Listen greedily to what others 

say of you. 
 Always look for faults in  

others. 
 Do as little as possible for  

others. 
 Never forget a service to  

others you may have rendered. 
 Sulk if people are not grateful 

for your service to them. 
“Let nothing be done through 
strife or vainglory; but in lowli-
ness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves.” 
Philippians 2:3 

 

If 
 people share gossip 
with you, you can be 
assured that when 

you are not around, they are 
gossiping about you!   

— Barbara Brinkworth 

Find Books of The Bible        — Author Unknown 
There are 16 books of the Bible hidden in the following story.  Spacing 
of letters, words, and punctuation are not to be considered.  Can you 
find all 16? 

“I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.  It 
was a lulu — kept people looking so hard for facts, and for others it 
was a revelation.  Some were in a jam; especially since the names of 
the books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to 
numbers of the readers.  To others it was a real job.  We want it to be 
a most fascinating few moments for you.  Yes, there will be some 
really easy ones to spot.  Others might require judges to help them. I 
will quickly admit it usually takes a preacher to find one of them, and 
there will be loud lamentations when it is found!  A little lady says she 
brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better.  See how well you 
can compete.  Relax now, for there really are 16 names of books of 
the Bible in this story.” 

Answers at: http://www.openthoumineeyes.com/Puzzle/hidBooks.htm 
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“It won‟t make any differ-
ence, so why bother voting.” By 
not voting, you are not even trying 
to make a difference in the gov-
ernment.  All those who can vote 
in this country have the opportu-
nity to vote for whom they think 
will do the better job.  As a Chris-
tian, we should have God’s wis-
dom on what is right and what is 
wrong according to the teachings 
of the Bible.  Its wisdom and in-
sight into what pleases our heav-
enly Father should guide us 
through life’s many decisions. By 
not trying to make a decision in 
the election polls, we are letting 
others, even the ungodly, make 
decisions for us. 

God commands us to make a 
difference in the world.  He com-
pares Christian living to the sea-
soning, salt.  Without salt in our 
diets, our bodies would not func-
tion properly.  Without salt on our 
food, it would not have the taste it 
could have.  Hidden in the closet 
and still in its shaker, salt is use-
less. A non-voting Christian is 
much like that useless salt. 

“Ye are the salt of the earth: 
but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but 
to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men.”  Matthew 5:13 

The discernment a Christian 
has gained from reading and obey-
ing God’s commands should show 

him that adultery, homosexuality, 
human cloning, abortion, drugs, 
immoral behavior, and other sins 
are intolerable to God.  His vote 
at election time can be a vote to 
show that he does not approve of 
a nominee’s practice or philoso-
phy of wrongdoing. 

In 2000, the presidential race 
was determined by the close vot-
ing of Florida’s polls. The Flor-
ida Supreme Court-ordered re-
count determined that President 
Bush had won the race by 493 
votes.  Just a few votes did make 
a difference. 

“I‟m not even registered to 
vote.”  We have a constitution 
that many countries dream of 
having.  One of the rights it gives 
us is the right to vote 
(Amendments 15, 19, 24, and 
26).  The right to vote was fought 
for and not just given to us in 
America. 

“God doesn‟t want me to 
get mixed up in government”.  
Where did you get that idea?  In 
the Bible, Jesus even said to give 
to the government what is due 
the government.  One of the 
unique opportunities we have to 
give our government stability is 
to vote.  By not taking advantage 
of that right, you are not being 
the good citizen you are sup-
posed to be. 

“And he said unto them, Ren-
der therefore unto Caesar the 
things which be Caesar's, and 
unto God the things which be 

God's.”  Luke 20:25  
The Word of God even com-

mands us to pray, listen to, and 
respect our government: 

“I exhort therefore, that, first 
of all, supplications, prayers, in-
tercessions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for all men;  For kings, 
and for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty.” I Timothy 2:1-2  Also: 
Ezra 6:10, Romans 13:1 

“God is in control, it doesn‟t 
matter what leader gets in.”  
God wants all to obey Him all the 
time.  He wants us to choose a 
godly lifestyle and gives us free-
dom to do so.  Unfortunately, 
most used their freedom wrongly, 
and that is why sin is rampant.  If 
God had his way there would be 
no sin; but He is allowing us to 
make those decisions for now.  
Obviously, we are letting him 
down by tolerating what He would 
not.   

Israel’s early history included a 
time when He was in control, but 
even then, there were God-
appointed leaders.  Soon, men 
were picking their own officials 
without seeking His opinion.  This 
is often happening today. A vote 
is our Christian opportunity, that 
God has allowed us to still have, 
to have a say in who we want to 
rule. 

“When the righteous are in 

authority, the people rejoice: but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the 
people mourn.” Proverbs 29:2 

“For the transgression of a 
land many are the princes 
thereof: but by a man of under-
standing and knowledge the state 
thereof shall be prolonged.” 
Proverbs 28:2 

“God doesn‟t want me to 
stand up against the govern-
ment that He put in office.  If 
Christians did not vote, chances 
are His will was not followed in 
electing an official. He some-
times lets us get what we deserve 
by our improper choices or lack 
of influence. Besides, many in the 
Bible stood up to change what the 
government was doing.  Moses 
stood against Pharaoh’s ill treat-
ment of God’s people, Israel.  
Paul let all know he was a Roman 
citizen and had his rights under 
their laws (Acts 22:25-29). We 
are to stand up for the privileges 
He has allowed us to have. 

“I don‟t want to cross the 
„separation of church and state‟ 
line.” The Constitution of Amer-
ica never said that we are not to 
get involved in politics.  It does 
have a provision (First Amend-
ment) to keep the government 
from intervening in the affairs of 
the church:  

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government ...” 
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Hell is God’s justice.  Heaven is His love; 
Earth His long-suffering.  

God gives the birds their 
food, but he does not 

throw it into their nests.  
— Greek proverb 


