Obeying God
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The encouragement of the
Holy Spirit of God is soon not
even listened to. They did not do
God’s will, and eventually, be-
cause they chose not to obey it,

the “voice” of the Holy Spirit no 4
longer “speaks™ to them. They Y

never get used of God because

they had chosen not to obey 4

Him previously.

Paul  ignored  the
“pricks” (Acts 9:5) of the
Holy Spirit for a long
time. He ignored God’s
true calling for him as he
watched his acquaintances |
kill the first martyr for &
Christ. Paul closed his ears |
to the cries and pleas of the
Christians he had killed and per-
secuted.

One day God’s will was clear
to Paul. He heard the voice of
the Son of God on the Damascus
road, and he obeyed what Jesus
told him to do. His life was dif-
ferent after that decision, and the
world has never been the same
because of his obedience.

God’s will for every one of us
is to do something for Him. This,
sadly, does not happen in too

many  cases. Many  get
saved. Some obey for a while.
God has great plans to use them,
but because of some act of diso-
bedience, they never get used in
the way God intended.
The key to ever being
used effectively by
God, as was true in
w5 # Paul’s life, is obedience
to what one is
shown to do.

It is God’s
will that all that
are saved serve
Him. It is not
| His will that we
% disobey Him by
| putting off or
ignoring what

it % He has placed
in our hearts to do. We can also
have effective lives for Christ’s
cause if we obey God’s will for
our lives!

/ “Ye shall walk after thc\

LORD your God, and fear
him, and keep his

commandments, and obey

his voice, and ye shall serve
him, and cleave unto him.”
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If you like this newsletter, you will most likely look forward to
receiving The Daily View, a free daily devotion. Sign up
(https://Ip.constantcontactpages.com/su/a26¢c9M), and you will be e-
mailed a link to read or HEAR a KJV chapter and a short
commentary (200-700 words) of something taught in the day’s reading.
The e-mail will include a mini-sermon in pictures, a prayer list, Thought
for The Day, a Bible study, and short articles reinforcing hiblical

principles.
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Is It My Life?
Bill Brinkworth

“Is it not lawful for me to do
what I will with mine own? Is
thine eye evil, because I am
good?”” Matthew 20:15

Does a Chris- '
tian have the
right to do what-
ever he wants with
his life? According
to God’s Word, no! 43
“Nay but, O man, who art “thou
that repliest against God? Shall
the thing formed say to him that
formed it, Why hast thou made
me thus? Hath not the potter
power over the clay, of the same
lump to make one vessel unto
honour, and another unto dishon-
our?” Romans 9:20-21

The context in Matthew 20 is
the millennial reign when Christ
rules Earth for 1,000 years. It
gives one an idea of what will
happen during that time and how
some will be rewarded.

In Jesus’ illustration, he told
of how workers starting at differ-
ent times of the day got paid what
the master thought was fair. All
were paid the same, whether they

worked 10 hours or one
hour. The “boss” was doing the
hiring, and all agreed to work for
what he offered them. The whole
point of the illustration was to
teach that the master was in
charge, and it was by his rules
they had to abide.
Continued on Page 2

Gifts for Today’s
Christians
Bill Brinkworth

God has plans for each and
every Christian. To better equip
each child of God, each is given a
gift to better serve the Saviour.
Some may have more than one
gift. These gifts are not the gifts
the early church had before they
were given the entire Word of
God. These seven gifts (Romans
12: 6-8) are necessary to get the
work of God done in today’s
world. They include the gifts of:
1. Prophecy. This is not the

same ability Old and New

Testament  prophets and

Christians had. We have the

Continued on Page 2
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When adults are asked what
they want to do in their future,
they usually tell you what they
have figured out they would like
to have happen with their
lives. When a child is asked the
same thing, you similarly get a
battle plan that he would like to
see happen. Seldom does one
answer, “Whatever the Lord
wants me to do, I’'ll do!”

Sadly, that open-invitation to
do God’s will is rarely even
thought of by Christians. Unfor-
tunately, when you do hear of
people handing their lives over
to God without any reservations,
it is often only after they have
tried it their way, and that way
had failed.

It would save much heartache
and much of a “wasted” life if
one would immediately, after he
is saved, hand one’s life over to
God as a signed blank check to
God. “Fill it in with what you
want me to do God, and I will

“Take my life, and let it
be
Consecrated, Lord to
Thee;

Take my hands, and let
them move
At the impulse of Thy
love
At the impulse of Thy

love.”
— Excerpt from Frances
Havergal’s hymn, “Take My Life,
and Let It Be”

gladly, happily, and faithfully do
it until you tell me other-
wise!” Boy, would that attitude
change lives and Christendom as
we know it!

Gifts for Today’s...
Continued from Page 1
entire plan of God in His

written, preserved Word of
God. We do not need to
foretell the future as they did
earlier. Today’s gift of
prophecy is taking the Word
of God and helping others
understand it better. In his
1828 dictionary, Noah Web-
ster defined the gift as the
ability “to preach; to instruct
in religious doctrines; to in-
terpret or explain Scripture
or religious subjects ...”

2. Ministry. This God-given
gift puts a great burden on a
Christian to meet the needs
of others.

3. Teaching. This is a gift that
allows one to help others
understand the things of God
better.

4. Exhorting. This vital gift
helps one be an encourager
to others — a most needed
gift, especially among God’s
people.

5. Giving. This gift gives one
the burden of meeting oth-
er’s needs by giving of
things and themselves.

6. Ruling. This gift allows one
to be a leader. Too many
think they have it, but few
have the God-given ability

: “They that bury their
, gifts make a grave '
I mistake.” |
I

to lead God’s people.

7. Mercy. This gift gives one a
heart to have understanding,
patience, and kindness with
others.

If you are a child of God,
God does not plan for you just
to sit. He desires that you
serve Him and help others. He
has given you at least one of
the above gifts for this church
age. What are your gift/gifts,
and are you using them to help
others, honor God, and bring-
ing others to know and serve

the Lord better?

Additional Reading on this subject:
http://www.openthoumineeyes.com/
lessons/toolbox.html

Obeying God
Bill Brinkworth

In the introduction to his sec-
ond letter to the Corinthian
church (I Corinthians 1), Paul
tells part of the secret of his suc-
cess. The preacher was used of
God because it was the “will of
God” (vs. 1).

I say “part of his secret” be-
cause there was another factor
not mentioned here, although
Paul’s testimony throughout the
New Testament made it clear

what it was. It was God’s will
that Paul, the one-time enemy of
God and His people, got saved,
became an apostle, and was used
by God. It was critical that the
preacher allowed himself to be
used by God and did what God
showed him to do.

This  distinction  between
“God’s will” and obeying God’s
commandments is very im-
portant. After being saved by
trusting in Jesus’ work for them
on the cross, most have a purpose
in God’s mind. None of us are
saved to sit and soak up God’s
goodness. There is a spiritual
war raging in this world
(Ephesians 6:12), and it is always
God’s will that each soldier of
God participates in the battle.

I believe everyone is con-
vinced and convicted of God’s
will for them, at least once. The
tugging spirit of God sometimes
makes all feel guilty of involve-
ment in sin. Many hear that
“voice” encourage them to be
saved. At times, they feel un-
comfortable in their lifestyle and
desire to change. Some do heed
God’s encouragement to get
them to do His will. Unfortu-
nately, too many ignore it.

Continued on Page 4

! “The will of God

: will not take you
 Where the power
I of God cannot

I keep you.”



