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Dead Faith
T. H. Milner

The Word of God tells distinct-
ly what sort of faith dead faith is:
“Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone.”
James 2:17
“But wilt thou know, O vain
man, that faith without works is
dead?” James 2:20
“For as the body without the

spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also.” James 2:26

That which is dead is inactive,
inoperative, unproductive, and
fruitless. If then, your faith is not
producing spiritual fruits, trusting
Him for all, and regularly pointing
others to God, there is no doubt
that your faith is dead or quickly
heading that way.
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Pillars of Faith
Bill Brinkworth
As Moses led the people of
Israel away from their bondage in
Egypt and to the land God had
promised them, they were not
alone. God escorted them. He
manifested Himself by a pillar of
cloud by day. At night, He made
His presence known as a pillar of
fire.
“And the LORD went before them
by day in a pillar of a cloud, to
lead them the way, and by night in
a pillar of fire, to give them light;
to go by day and night: 22 He
took not away the pillar of the
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire
by night, from before the people.”
Exodus 13:21-22
That column was the visible
presence of God for the people. It
gave them
guidance as
they trav-
eled during
the day,
SN il and became
a light for them at night for their
comfort and security. God was
always with them, and they saw it.

After the people of Israel had
constructed the first “church” in
the wilderness, called the Taber-
nacle, it was God’s glory that
filled the place of worship (Ex.
40:35). Even Moses had to leave
the Tabernacle, when God’s holy
presence was in that place.

Continued on Page 2

Everything’s Alright in
My Father’s House
Author Unknown

Dr. Wilbert White tells of a
little boy who g e
was put to bed g
one evening. [§
Shortly afterward, §&
a  thunderstorm
came, and the :
mother crept up the stairs to see
if he was asleep. She paused at
the door, as a mild clap of thun-
der came.

She was amazed to hear her
boy cry, “Louder, God, louder
than that!” In a moment another
terrific clap came. The startled

mother heard her boy exclaim,
Continued on Page 3




Pillars of Faith
Continued from Page 1

When the column of cloud,
moved away from the Tabernacle,
the people broke camp, disassem-
bled the Tabernacle and followed
it.  God physically led them
through the wilderness (Ex.
40:36). They knew God was close
at hand. He led and provided for
their needs.

Today, there is no longer a
need of the Tabernacle, as the
born-again (John 3:3) believer is
where the Spirit of God dwells (I
Cor. 3:16, II Cor. 6:16). There is
no longer a need to have priests
intercede for us before the Father
as was done in the Tabernacle.
Jesus is our High Priest (Heb. 3:1,
4:14, 6:20). We are also clearly
commanded not to follow by sight,
but to live by faith. Following by
sight is even displeasing to God
(Heb. 10:38)

“But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.” Heb. 11:6
“For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just
shall live by faith.” Rom. 1:17
Also: Gal. 3:11, Heb. 10:38.

Faith today is not as empty and
imagination-led as some misun-
derstand it to be. There are physi-
cal and many times tangible

proofs of faith. Some of the veri-
fications that God is leading the
Christian can be found:

& In the believer’s spiritual
“heart”. Sins and actions that
never troubled a person in the
past, now concern a person
after being saved. The convic-
tions from the indwelling Holy
Spirit have a controlling and
leading ability in a Christian’s
life, when God’s command-
ments are followed. Although
a redirection in one’s life to
follow God’s guidance is often
difficult and slow in showing
changes, the transformation in
countless lives is proof.

46 Not heeding the convicting
Spirit will often rob a believer
of peace, and an uneasiness
will quite often cause the be-
liever to repent of a wrong-
doing and alter a course more
pleasing to the Lord. Although
an audible voice is not heard,
guilt and shame from breaking
God’s commandments are
very powerful deterrents to
committing sin and help create
a life pleasing to the Lord.

# In God’s Word.  Although
God’s column of cloud and
fire are no longer present, all
God’s directions are preserved
in His Word. In the Bible are
God’s commands on how to
live, how to know for sure that
you will go to Heaven, what
not to do, how to get closer to

Him, how to get along with oth-
ers, how to rear children, whom
to marry and to associate with,
how not to ruin one’s life, and
thousands more specific direc-
tions for the believer to follow.
Often, they are not explicit
commands, but they are usually
timeless, wise principles that
direct all generations.

#6 In the believer’s changes. The
steps of obedience result in
changes in a life that only God
can make. Modern “science”
and medicine try to change a
person from the outside. A
born-again, obedient child of
God is changed from the inside;
and the “outside” often shows
permanent changes.

#6 Violent lives have been ex-
changed for one that is calm
and at peace with himself and
others. Alcohol or drug depend-
ent lives have been swapped for
ones that no longer require
stimuli. Non-productive lives
have been converted to ones
that makes positive changes in
one’s life and others around
him. Terrible parents have been
corrected to being those that
faithfully and lovingly raise
their families. The number of
lives that have been changed by
letting God’s Word guide and
direct their lives is countless.

To a disobedient, unsaved per-

66 o
‘Faith is kept alive in us, and gathers strength, more
from practice than from speculations.” — Addison

“It is not faith and
works; it is not faith or
works; it is faith that
WOI'](J. “_ Unknown

“Part-time faith,
like part-time jobs,
can’t support you!”

son, obeying God’s command-
ments does not make much sense.
Much of the time, what the Bible
says to do seems contrary to what
the world has taught will make a
successful, happy life. However,
if one makes the step of faith to
totally trust God and let Him
lead, it will alter lives.

Any step of faith is blind, but
after countless proofs, His guid-
ance is as real as the column of
cloud by day and column of fire
by night! Who are you going to
believe? Are you going to be-
lieve man’s recommendations
that have proven to be unsuccess-
ful most of the time and are con-
stantly changing, or are you go-
ing to believe God’s wisdom that
has successfully raised trillions of
believers?

Everything’s Alright ...
Continued from Page 1
? Attaboy!”

Can we say that boy was ir-
reverent? No! We can say that he
had peace God was in control. He
trusted God. He felt the presence
of God in the storm, and he
talked with Him. The little boy
knew no harm would come to
him under the care of His watch-
ful Lord.



