2019 Thanksgiving
Proclamation

On Thanksgiving Day, we re-
member with reverence and grati-
tude the bountiful blessings af-
forded to us by our Creator, and
— _ we recommit
wEd- to sharing in
f a spirit of
thanksgiving
and generosi-
ty with our
friends,
neighbors,

and families.
Nearly four centuries ago, de-

termined individuals with
a hopeful vision of a more pros-
perous life and an abundance
of opportunities made a pilgrim-
age to a distant land. These Pil-
grims embarked on their journey
across the Atlantic at great per-
sonal risk, facing unforeseen tri-
als and tribulations, and unfore-
told hardships during their pas-
sage. After their arrival in the
New World, a harsh and deadly
winter took the lives of nearly
half their population. Those who
survived remained unwavering in
their faith and foresight of a fu-
ture rich with liberty and free-
dom, enduring every impediment
as they established one of our
Nation’s first settle-
ments. Through God’s divine
providence, a meaningful rela-
tionship was forged with the
Wampanoag Tribe, and through
their unwavering resolve and re-
silience, the Pilgrims enjoyed a
bountiful harvest the following
year. The celebration of this har-
vest lasted 3 days and saw Pil-
grims and Wampanoag seated
together at the table of friendship
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and unity. That first Thanksgiv-
ing provided an enduring symbol
of gratitude that is uniquely sewn
into the fabric of our American
spirit.

More than 150 years later, it
was in this same spirit of unity
that President George Washing-
ton declared a National Day of
Thanksgiving following the Rev-
olutionary War and the ratifica-
tion of our Constitution. Less
than a century later, that hard-
won unity came under duress as
the United States was engaged in
a civil war that threatened the
very existence of our Repub-
lic. Following the Battle of Get-
tysburg in 1863, in an effort to
unite the country and
acknowledge “the gracious gifts
of the Most High God.” President
Abraham Lincoln asked the
American people to come togeth-
er and “set apart and observe the
last Thursday of November next
as a Day of Thanksgiving and
Praise to our beneficent Father
who dwelleth in the heav-
ens.” Today, this tradition con-
tinues with millions of Americans
gathering each year to give their
thanks for the same blessings of
liberty for which so many brave
patriots have laid down their lives
to defend during the Revolution-
ary War and in the years since.

Since the first settlers to call
our country home landed
on American shores, we have al-
ways been defined by our resili-
ence and propensity to show grat-
itude even in the face of great
adversity, always remembering
the blessings we have been given
in spite of the hardships we en-
dure. This Thanksgiving, we
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The First Thanksgiving
Proclamation
William Bradford, Governor of the
First American Colony

Inasmuch as

the great Father

has given us this
year an abundant

harvest of Indian
corn, wheat, peas,
beans, squashes, [
and garden vege- £
tables, and has ===
made the forests to abound with
game and the sea with fish and
clams, and inasmuch as he has
protected us from the ravages of
the savages, has spared us from
pestilence and disease, has grant-
ed us freedom to worship God
according to the dictates of our
own conscience.

Now I, your magistrate, do
proclaim that all ye Pilgrims,
with your wives and ye little
ones, do gather at ye meeting
house, on ye hill, between the
hours of 9 and 12 in the day
time, on Thursday, November
29th, of the year of our Lord one
thousand six hundred and twen-
ty three and the third year since
ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim
Rock, there to listen to ye pastor
and render thanksgiving to ve

Almighty God for all His bless-
ings.

William Bradford

Ye Governor of Ye Colony

1789 Thanksgiving
Proclamation

WHEREAS, 1t is the duty of
all nations to acknowledge the
providence of Al- [i§§
mighty God, to
obey His will, to @
be grateful for His
benefits, and hum- &
bly to implore His ‘
protection and fa- B8 JAS
VOor; el

WHEREAS, Both the houses
of Congress have, by their joint
committee, requested me “to rec-
ommend to the people of the Unit-
ed States a day of public thanks-
giving and prayer, to be observed
by acknowledging with grateful
hearts the many and signal favors
of Almighty God, especially by
affording them an opportunity
peaceably to establish a form of
government for their safety and
happiness:”

Now, therefore, I do recom-
mend and assign Thursday, the
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1789 Thanksgiving
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26th day of November next, to
be devoted by the people of these
States to the service of that great
and glorious Being who is the
beneficent author of all the good
that was, that is, or that will be;
that we may then all unite in ren-
dering unto Him our sincere and
humble thanks for His kind care
and protection of the people of
this country previous to their
becoming a nation; for the signal
and manifold mercies and the
favorable interpositions of His
providence in the course and
conclusion of the late war; for
the great degree of tranquility,
union, and plenty which we have
since enjoyed; for the peaceable
and rational manner in which we
have been enable to establish
constitutions of government for
our safety and happiness, and
particularly the national one now
lately instituted for the civil and
religious liberty with which we
are blessed, and the means we
have of acquiring and diffusing
useful knowledge; and, in gen-
eral, for all the great and various
favors which He has been
pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then
unite in most humbly offering
our prayers and supplications to
the great Lord and Ruler of Na-
tions and beseech Him to pardon
our national and other transgres-
sions; to enable us all, whether in
public or private stations, to per-
form our several and relative
duties properly and punctually;
to render our National Govern-
ment a blessing to all the people
by constantly being a Govern-
ment of wise, just, and constitu-
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tional laws, discreetly and faith-
fully executed and obeyed; to
protect and guide all sovereigns
and nations (especially such as
have shown kindness to us), and
to bless them with good govern-
ments, peace, and concord; to
promote the knowledge and
practice of true religion and vir-
tue, and the increase of science
among them and us; and, gener-
ally to grant unto all mankind
such a degree of temporal pros-
perity as He alone knows to be
best.
George Washington
October 3, 1789

2022 Thanksgiving
Proclamation

This Thanksgiving, as homes
across America fill with laugh-
ter, favorite family foods, and
the joy of friends and relatives
reuniting, we give thanks for
everythlng that is good in our

e lives and re-

flect on the
~ many blessings

= of our Nation.

~— = This American
spirit of grati-
P tude dates back

to our earliest days, when the
Pilgrims celebrated a successful
first harvest, thanks to the gener-
osity and support of the Wampa-
noag people. It inspired George
Washington to give his troops
a day of prayer and thanks amid
fierce fighting for American in-
dependence. It also moved
Abraham Lincoln to proclaim
Thanksgiving a national holiday,
honoring America’s bounty and
asking God to bring us together

to care for one another and
heal our Nation.

Today, Jill and I share that
same gratitude for America’s
promise and for the millions of
heroes across our country whose
selflessness and care for their
communities represent the best of
who we are.

We are grateful for our family
and friends and for all of our fel-
low Americans, even those whom
we may never meet but rely upon
nonetheless. We are thankful for
the scientists, researchers, doc-
tors, and nurses who have kept us
safe through a pandemic, and for
the frontline workers who have
kept essential services going by
growing and providing food for
our tables. We are grateful to
faith leaders for their counsel,
comfort, and support. We thank
our brave service members and
veterans who sacrifice so much
for our freedom, and the first re-
sponders who put so much on the
line to keep us all safe.

As scripture says: “let us re-
joice always, pray continually,
and give thanks in all circum-
stances.” This is a special time in
the greatest country on Earth, so
let us be grateful. America is a
great Nation because we are a
good people. This holiday, we
celebrate all that brings us togeth-
er, grounded in history and our
shared hopes for the future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JO-
SEPH R. BIDEN JR., President
of the United States of America,

JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.
*Notice the original purpose of
the day of thanksfullness to God
is not emphasized in President
Biden’s address. Credit was giv-
en to people rather than God.

2019 Thanksgiving
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pause and acknowledge those
who will have empty seats at
their table. We ask God to watch
over our service members, espe-
cially those whose selfless com-
mitment to serving our country
and defending our sacred liberty
has called them to duty overseas
during the holiday season. We
also pray for our law enforcement
officials and first responders as
they carry out their duties to pro-
tect and serve our communi-
ties. As a Nation, we owe a debt
of gratitude to both those who
take an oath to safeguard us and
our way of life as well as to their
families, and we salute them for
their immeasurable sacrifices.

As we gather today with
those we hold dear, let us give
thanks to Almighty God for the
many blessings we enjoy. Unit-
ed together as one people, in grat-
itude for the freedoms
and prosperity that thrive across
our land, we acknowledge God as
the source of all good gifts. We
ask Him for protection and wis-
dom and for opportunities this
Thanksgiving to share with others
some measure of what we have
so providentially received.

NOW, THEREFORE, I,
DONALD J. TRUMP, President
of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim Thursday,
November 28, 2019,....

DONALD J. TRUMP



