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Not Even Ten!

Bill Brinkworth
Lot and his uncle, Abram, had amassed great wealth and

belongings. Their servants and laborers lived and worked
together. As expected, there was strife between the two
companies.

Abram, in his wisdom, realized that the two groups, their
livestock, and workers, should separate. @ The patriarch
allowed his brother’s son to pick (Gen. 13) where he, his
possessions, and workers would go. Lot chose the choicest
land.

Although the city Lot picked was prosperous, and the
surrounding lands were lush, it turned out to be a terrible,
costly choice. He chose to inhabit Sodom.

There was great wickedness in the city and included
violence and rampant homosexuality. Its indulgence in
iniquity angered God Almighty. So much was the Creator
outraged by the out-of-control lasciviousness and other
sins, he planned to destroy it and other surrounding cities.

The Lord shared His plans (Gen. 18) for the city with Abram
(at this time known as Abraham). On hearing that God was
to destroy where his nephew dwelt, he pleaded with the
Lord to spare Lot’s dwelling place. Atfirst, he reasoned with
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God to spare the city if 50 righteous people were found
among those committing grievous sins.

Perhaps Abraham thought some and then remembered the
rumors of atrocities occurring in the city. He lowered his
request to 45. More consideration was most likely given to
the community’s wickedness. Then he dropped his plea to
God for 40, then 30, then 20, and finally asked God if He
would spare the city if only ten righteous people were found.

God’s angels went to the city and warned Lot of Sodom’s
soon demise. On hearing of the impending destruction, he
pleaded with his daughter’s husbands to get their family’s
to flee. They would not. Ten righteous people could not be
found. All he could gather to leave were his wife and two
daughters.

As they took flight, perhaps by being so enamored with
Sodom’s worldly pleasures and luxuries, Lot’s wife looked
back one more time at the place she would miss. Because
she disobeyed God’'s commandment not to look back, she
was turned into a pillar of salt.

The two young ladies may have escaped destruction from
raining fire and brimstone, but their minds were corrupted
by the ideas and sights they had experienced in Sodom.
Without his knowing, they committed incest with their father.

Lot, who knew what was righteous, got too close to sin and
paid an outrageous price for it. Because of his poor
decision, he lost his married daughters, sons-in-law, wife,
wealth, and his virgin daughters were spoiled by the city’s
behavior to which they were exposed. His focus on the
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trinkets that fluttered before his eyes cost him more than he
ever imagined his temptation and toleration for worldliness
and sin would cost him. The man was in a place a godly
person should never have been.

Many shake their head and wonder why a man who had “it
all” would make such a poor decision and lose the important
things in his life. Unfortunately, most, including many
Christians, make similar poor choices, as did Lot. They
choose to live in, work around, or associate with ungodly
“Sodom”s and do not consider what damage it may do to
them and their relationship with the Lord.

Soon, because they allow themselves to be exposed to
ungodly activities, they accept and are involved in the same
things the ungodly are. The Lord and His ways have been
given a very back seat because of their love for “things,”
fixation on entertainment, and all the attractive things this
world offers. So many, including “Christians,” give little
thought to obeying God’s commandments, if any at all.

A quick examination of the lives of even Christians today
reveals little difference than the ungodly. Many have
allowed themselves to be contaminated by sin’s enticing

grip.

People have allowed themselves to be enamored by the
cares and things of this world so much that they never
intend to leave the “Sodom” they chose. Dishonesty,
sexual sins, adultery, substance abuse, no regard to the
sanctity of life, violence, laziness, and most sins God hates
are no longer viewed as evil. Those iniquities are so



accepted that they are themes in movies and literature and
are sought as entertainment.

Not only is it sinful to be involved in what God hates, but it
does other damage. As happened to the daughters of Lot,
daily seeing and hearing iniquity eventually desensitizes the
exposed to wrong-doing. It no longer bothers most, as they
get used to depravity and soon tolerate it. The constant
bombardment of accepting wrong-doing from all forms of
media has done that to the majority today.

However, what was sin in Lot’s day is still sin today. What
ruined a person who should have known better then will do
the same now. God’'s wrath was poured out on sinners
then, and it will not be spared in our day. There always will
be a payday for iniquity someday.

We may not be able to flee to a faraway sin-free place, but
we do not have to accept the sin and tolerate what we see
or hears. Avoid places and people that will soil minds and
testimonies.  Speak up and let God's morals and
commandments be heard by many that have never been
aware of what He hates.

Christians should battle sin, not surrender to it. We cannot
stop all the evilness around us, but we can be an
untolerating light that exposes it.

Christian, separate yourself from sin. Do not look longingly
to the ungodliness of this world, as did Lot’s wife. It will cost
you more than you would want to pay Iif tolerated.



We must be the steadfast example of what the world needs
to see. They also need to hear what is right in God’s eyes
from our lips. We may not be able to save an entire city or
nation from reaping the consequences of their sin, but if just
ten or more escape the ultimate punishment of Hell, then it
will be worth any hardship or trials we will endure. If we do
not tell or show others, who will?

We Have Lost Our Way

Bill Brinkworth
Since America’s inception in 1620, God has always been

One whom the country’s citizens relied on and followed.
Most knew, and many followed, His written commandments
in the Bible. His standards enabled people to dwell
together.

There was always a clear understanding of right and
wrong, as many laws and practices were derived from
biblical principles. Legislations were made and followed.
Crimes were quickly recognized and punished. It was
understood that if the violation of law went undealt with, it
would not be a deterrent for future law-breaking.

The butchering of unborn babies would not have been
even considered sixty years ago. Torture was something
the ungodly did, not a Christian nation. Work was
something that people were proud to do, and it was a
shame not to have a job or even take someone else’s aid
when one was not employed.



There were clear understandings of the differences in
sexes and their abilities and responsibilities. Marriage
was special, and most decent folks would not even
consider pre-marital sex as they knew it could lead to
social ruin, lack of respect, and other shameful situations.

Teachers were known for their outstanding, moral
examples, and their decisions and discipline were rarely
qguestioned. Police were honored and respected. Citizens
were usually treated equally as a whole, and not different
treatments for different groups. Christians usually were
better examples of behavior and showed others how to
face difficulties.

After having clearly defined social standards for centuries,
something changed. One by one, the standards were
slowly eroded. Perhaps they were ignored because those
guilty of doing something not socially accepted ignored
ridicule or publicly encouraged others to tolerate their sin.
Soon, convicting consciences no longer had control of
people’s characters, and people did what changing
standards allowed. Moral boundaries were moved further
to the left or obliterated completely.

It was not long until unprincipled people gained
governmental powers. They helped society legislate what
was once recognized as immoral. These leaders passed
unbiblical laws. Perhaps it was just a means to get more
votes, but it pushed overall morality further down the slope
of decline. The public allowed these changes and rarely
balked at such legislation.



Since moral measurements were changed, many immoral
philosophies crept into public bully pulpits such as
schools, radio, and television. Thoughts that were
previously taboo were now the center of television
programs and movies. Away from parental control and
knowledge, public education became a means of
indoctrination of unbiblical philosophies to children.

The saturation of social input continued to corrupt and
confuse morality. Forbidden practices were often initially
introduced in comedy television programs. Soon,
unmentionable activities were now giggled at and
accepted more readily. Homosexuality, drunkenness,
adultery, law-breaking, and other sins gained acceptance
by constant brainwashing on television, movies, and even
video games. Those once forbidden practices were now
no longer “bad”; they were “entertainment.”

After decades of watered-down morality and social
engineering, a nation emerged that did not know right from
wrong. Men, women, and children now do what is right in
their own eyes, as the moral compass God left for man to
succeed was discarded.

“In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man
did that which was right in his own eyes.” Judges

17:6. Also: Job 32:1, Prov.12:15, Prov. 16:2, Prov. 21:2.

Because of moral and social changes, our country and the
world are in the situation they are in today. Murder is not
the fault of guns, nor is it totally the abortion clinic’s fault
for butchering millions of young babies. It also is not the
fault of some chemicals that there are so many
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addictions. One cannot blame the government for not
having enough laws to stop or curb out-of-control crime.

The fault for man’s decline falls rightly on each man,
woman, and child for not knowing and obeying God’s
preserved truths. Society will always fail when God’s
roadmap through life is ignored! Only if His Word is
believed and followed will mankind find His way again!

“Most often, today’s ‘morality’ is yesteryears
immorality! Morality’s measuring tool has been
altered.’ g B. Brinkworth



