The Ice Palace Is Gone
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could be found in a royal palace.
Before being frozen, the ice had
been colored
so that all
seemed form-
ed of proper
materials.
Still, all was
cold, wuseless,
4z : and transient.
=ty Tf| Had the cold
‘Qﬁ:ﬂ"f: i continued. the
mﬂjﬂ palace might
"% have been still
standing, but with the returning
spring, it melted away. There
should have been a stone with an
inscription reminding people of
what once stood on the spot, as
there was no sign of it after the
spring thaw.

Men build and plan as if their
works were to endure forever, but
their creations are often gone in
time. After all their preparations
and labors, there is usually no re-
minder of what they spent their
money, passions, work, and priori-
ties on. They put their life’s prior-
ities in temporal things rather than
those that would last for eternity.
Their labors were spent on the
wrong temporary things.

“Love not the world, I
neither the things that
are in the worild. I any
| man love the world, the
| 1ove of the Father is not

I in him." [ John 2:15 |

We Just Can’t Win

Author Unknown
Person: 1 want to do “X.”
Believer: You are free to do it.
Person: But, you think “X” is
wrong.
Believer: Yes. The Bible says
it’s sin.
Person: You just want to control
me.
Believer: No, I do not. You are
free to do what you want.
Person: But, you still think “X”
is wrong.
Believer: Yes, but only because
it may hurt you, and I want what
is best for you.
Person: But, I still want to do
wy »
Believer: 1 am not stopping you,
and neither is God.
Person: But, I want you to say
that “X” is good.
Believer: 1 cannot say that.
Person: Why do you hate me?”
Believer: Huh?
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It’'s Not What It
Used to Be
Bill Brinkworth

I was saved over 40 years ago.
God has wrought much change in
my life because of the e
Holy Spirit’s work
and godly influences
from devoted preach-
ers, teachers, other
Christians, and my
study.  Although I
can see how He has :
altered my life, I can also see the
changes in Christianity around
me. Many strong believers and
ministries still exist and are doing
great things for the Lord; unfortu-
nately, many are not.

Some changes I have noticed
are:

©e There is little questioning of
what Bible version is used. In
the past, the KJV was the only
one used and believed. Now, it is
often pushed aside, and the
“newer,” inaccurate, unpreserved
versions are accepted. When the
foundation of truth, God’s pre-
served King James Bible for Eng-
lish-speaking believers, is not
read and obeyed, Christianity will

crumble as is  happening.
“The grass withereth, the flower

fadeth: but the word of our God

shall stand for ever.” Isaiah 40:8

©e Separation from worldly
behavior, which the Bible con-
dones, is often seen as
“extreme.” Worldliness is not
realized as a danger to spiritu-
al growth and is not avoided.
Observing many Christians in
their daily activities shows
they are not much different
from the unsaved.
“Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you,” Il Cor 6:17
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Edited from an article by
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When I was a boy, I read of
an ice palace built one winter in
Petersburg. The walls, roof,
floors, and furniture were all of
ice and were finished with taste.

All that was in the ice palace
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©e Sins, which ten years ago
would have horrified faithful
believers, now are accepted and
even practiced by some Chris-
tians. A biased media, liberal
government education, and wa-
tered-down preaching have de-
sensitized believers to sin and
helped erase embarrassment and
guilt from their iniquities. Many
now do not even raise an eye-
brow to sin around them.
“Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for

sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
Isa. 5:20

e Few have little concern about
living a holy life. Many neglect
to keep their “temple” from sin
and even its appearance (I Thes.
5:22). Conviction of halting un-
clean habits, practices, or beliefs
is not common.

“Because it is written, Be ye ho-
ly; for I am holy.” I Peter 1:16

/‘ The carnal \

mind seeks to

create its own

God who
loves everyone, puts
up with all matter of
evil and foolishness,
and gives in to the
will of evil men who
cry inequality!”

\ — Deane Edward Spencer/
2

. Living by faith is foreign to
many. Trusting God to supply
has been replaced by spending
credit or allowing the govern-
ment to meet the need. Giving
sacrificially is also rarer than it
was in the past.

“But without faith it is impossi-
ble to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek
him.” Heb. 11:6

e Standing up for righteous-
ness, no matter the personal cost,
is uncommon. In the past, count-
less Christians lost their lives
rather than tolerate or approve
wrong-doing when they spoke
against transgressions

“Stand therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth, and
having on the breastplate of
righteousness;” Eph. 6.:14

©e Many Christians avoided
movies, television programs,
literature, alcohol, public activi-
ties, and other influences known
to weaken beliefs and threaten
holy living. There is now less
separation from ungodly behav-
ior.

“Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you,” Il Cor. 6:17

e Many ministries and believ-
ers saw the danger of public ed-
ucation encouraging young peo-
ple to do and think contrary to
what the Bible commands. To

remedy that influence, Christians
sacrificed to start and run Chris-
tian schools. Salaries were often
non-existent or lower than mini-
mum wage, but the minds of
young people were deemed more
important.

As the government attempted
to stop the ministries, many
churches were fined and legally
challenged. Some pastors and
principals suffered jail time.

Today the sacrifices of earlier
believers and their discernment
not to pollute young minds with
godless, social engineering, and
eroding of Christian values are
ignored. Little concern is exhib-
ited in insulating student’s minds
from worldly propaganda. The “I
teach my child what is right” and
“My child is strong and will not
be swayed by what is taught in
the government schools” seem to
be the common defense. Unfor-
tunately, worldly philosophies are
overpowering the minds of Chris-
tianity’s next generation.
“Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.”

Prov. 22:6

e [mmoral leadership was never
allowed. Those inspiring for a
position in government and busi-
ness had their hopes shattered
when it was discovered they were
involved in dishonesty, adultery,
foul language, financial impropri-
ety, and other involvements
showing they had low character
and morals.

Today some officials and

workers have been discovered to
be morally corrupt yet are still
allowed to continue their posi-
tion. Often this happens because
the public is not made aware of
their sin, or people are not con-
cerned about the wrong-doing.
“... 25 But ye have set at nought
all my counsel, and would none
of my reproof: 26 I also will
laugh at your calamity; 1 will
mock when your fear cometh...”
Proverbs 1:24-27

©e Boycotting businesses and
relationships that encourage or
are for things God condones is
rare.

“Abstain from all appearance of
evil.” I Thes. 5:22

I am sure every previous gen-
eration of believers has also seen
the erosion of Christian beliefs,
morals, and biblical living during
their lifetime.  Unfortunately,
spiritual decay happens more of-
ten than knowing, believing, and
living the way God commands.

Spiritual decline will continue
at break-neck speed if individual
Christians do not stop the trend.
We must make a stand to live
how God commands. Personal
revival and determination for a
God-honoring and God-obeying
life can change the downward
spiritual trend. It must start with
us Christians! The world is con-
stantly changing, but God’s com-
mandments do not. We do not
have to believe or do what the
unsaved world does!



