An Opportune Time
Oliver B. Greene

Christmas is a depressing time
for many people. An article
written by a director of the
California Department of Mental
Hygiene warns: “The Christmas
season is marked by greater
emotional stress and more acts of
violence than any other time of
the year.”

Christmas is an excuse to get
drunk, have a party, get
something, give a little, leave
work, get out of school, spend
money, overeat, and all kinds of
other excesses. But, for the real
church, Christmas is an excuse for
us to exalt Jesus Christ in the face
of a world that is at least tuned in
to His name.

Jesus Came Anyway

Oliver B. Greene

Sherwood Wirt captured the
mood of that first Christmas in
this description, which he wrote
in a Christmas card: “The people
of that time were being heavily
taxed, and faced every prospect of
a sharp increase to cover
expanding military expenses. The

«Selfishness
makes Christmas a
burden; love makes it a
Selisht»

threat of world domination by a
cruel, ungodly, power-intoxicated
band of men was ever just below
the threshold of consciousness.
Moral deterioration had corrupted
the upper levels of society and
was moving rapidly into the broad
base of the populace. Intense
nationalistic feeling was clashing
openly with new and sinister
forms of imperialism. Conformity
was the spirit of the age.
Government handouts were being
used with increasing lavishness to
keep the population from rising
up and throwing out the leaders.
Interest rates were spiraling
upward in the midst of an inflated
economy. External religious
observances were considered a
political asset, and abnormal
emphasis was being placed upon
sports and athletic competition.
Racial tensions were at the
breaking point.”

In such a time, and amid such
a people, a child was born to a
couple who had just signed up for
a fresh round of taxation, and who
were soon to become political
exiles. The child who was born
was called, among other things,
Immanuel, God with us.
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The First and Last Time

He Comes
Oliver B. Greene
The Lord Jesus Christ, whom

we exalt _~.7 o
especially :
at  Christ-
mas, iS not
just a baby
in a man-
ger. He is J
not a character in a children's
story. He is far more.

% The first time He came, He
came veiled in the form of a
child. The next time He comes,
and we believe it will be soon, He
will come unveiled, and it will be
abundantly and immediately clear
to all the world just who He
really is.

% The first time He came, a star
marked His arrival. The next time
He comes, the whole heavens
will roll up like a scroll, and all
the stars will fall out of the sky,
and He will light it.

% The first time He came, wise
men and shepherds brought Him
gifts. The next time He comes,
He will bring gifts, rewards for
His own.

% The first time He came, there
was no room for Him. The next
time He comes, the whole world
will not be able to contain His
glory.

% The first time He came, only a
few attended His arrival — some.
The next time He comes, every
eye shall see Him.

% The first time He came as a
baby. Soon He will come as
Sovereign King and Lord.

Was Jesus Born on

December 25?

Rev. Alexander Hislop
Many Christian holidays have
their true meanings and even the
time they occurred altered by false
religion’s influence. Christmas,
unfortunately, is one of those
days. Although Christ was
definitely born on this earth, and
all the Bible says about Him is
true, false religions and their
effort to get people to accept their
false  teachings  successfully
merged their doctrines with those
of Christianity. Here is some of
the history behind how December
Continued on Page 2



Was Jesus Born on

December 257

Continued from Page 1
25th was adopted to be the day
of Christ’s birth, according to
Rev. Alexander Hislop’s The
Two Babylons:

«“ The festivals of
[Catholic] Rome are innumera-
ble; but five of the most im-
portant may be singled out for
elucidation: Christmas day, Lady
day, Easter, the Nativity of St.
John, and the Feast of the As-
sumption. Each and all of these
can be proved to be Babylonian.
And first, as to the festival in
honour of the birth of Christ, or
Christmas.

“... How comes it that that
festival was connected with the
25th of December? There is not a
word in the Scriptures about the
precise day of His birth, or the
time of the year when He was
born. What is recorded there im-
plies that at what time His birth
took place, it could not have
been on the 25th of December.

“... At the time that the angel
announced His birth to the shep-
herds of Bethlehem, they were
feeding their flocks by night in
the open fields. Now, no doubt,
the climate of Palestine is not so
severe as the climate of this
country; but even there, though
the heat of the day be considera-

ble, the cold of the night, from
December to February, is very
piercing, and it was not the cus-
tom for the shepherds of Judea
to watch their flocks in the open
fields later than about the end of
October. It is in the last degree
incredible, then, that the birth of
Christ could have taken place at
the end of December.

“... the celebrated Joseph
Mede pronounces a very deci-
sive opinion to the same effect.
... At the birth of Christ every
woman and child was to go to be
taxed at the city whereto they
belonged, whither some had
long journeys; but the middle of
winter was not fitting for such a
business, especially for women
with child, and children to travel
in. Therefore, Christ could not
be born in the depth of winter.
Again, at the time of Christ's
birth, the shepherds lay abroad
watching with their flocks in the
nighttime; but this was not likely
to be in the middle of winter.
And if any shall think the winter
wind was not so extreme in
these parts, let him remember
the words of Christ in the Gos-
pel, ‘... pray ye that your flight
be not in the winter ... (Mat.
24:20)". If the winter was so bad
a time to flee in, it seems no fit
time for shepherds to lie in the
fields, and women and children

“Christmas is a time for ‘giving up’ sin, bad hab-
its, and selfish pleasures. Christmas is a time for
‘giving in’ and surrendering to Christ, and accepting
Him as King. Christmas is a time for ‘giving out,’
real giving and not swapping.”

to travel in."

“... Indeed, it is admitted by
the most learned and candid writ-
ers of all parties that the day of
our Lord's birth cannot be deter-
mined, and that within the Chris-
tian church no such festival as
Christmas was ever heard of till
the third century, and that not un-
til the fourth century did it gain
much observance.

“... How, then, did the Ro-
mish Church fix on December the
25th as Christmas day? Why,
thus:

Long before the fourth centu-
ry, and long before the Christian
era itself, a festival was celebrat-
ed among the heathen, at that pre-
cise time of the year, in honour of
the birth of the son of the Babylo-
nian queen of heaven; and it may
fairly be presumed that, in order
to conciliate the heathen, and to
swell the number of the nominal
adherents of Christianity, the
same festival was adopted by the
Roman Church, giving it only the
name of Christ. This tendency on
the part of Christians to meet pa-
ganism halfway was very early
developed; and we find Tertulli-
an, even in his day, about the
year 230 AD, bitterly lamenting
the inconsistency of the disciples
of Christ in this respect, and con-
trasting it with the strict fidelity
of the pagans to their own super-
stition.

“... Upright men strove to
stem the tide, but in spite of all
their efforts, the apostasy went
on, until the church, with the ex-
ception of a small remnant, was
submerged under pagan supersti-

“The hinge of I
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history is on the :
door of a |

Bethlehem stable.” |

— Ralph W. Stockman I

tion. That Christmas was origi-
nally a pagan festival is beyond
all doubt. The time of the year,
and the ceremonies with which it
is still celebrated, prove its
origin.

“Also, in Egypt, the son of
Isis was born at this very time,
‘about the time of the winter sol-
stice’. The very name by which
Christmas is popularly known
among ourselves — Yule-day —
proves at once its pagan and Bab-
ylonian origin. ‘Yule’ is the Chal-
dean name for an ‘infant’ or
‘little child’; and as the 25" of
December was called by pagan
Anglo-Saxons, ‘Yule-day’, or the
‘Child's day’. The night that pre-
ceded it, became known as
‘Mother-night’, long before (380
—362 BC) they came in contact
with Christianity. This sufficient-
ly proves the real reason Decem-
ber 25 was selected.”

“The message of
(hristmas is that
the disible material
foor[d is bound to
the infriisihle,
spiritual foorl.”
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