
Attributes of God 

Retaliation 
Sunday 

 Seth Joshua, one of the lead-
ers of the great Welsh revival of 
the past, once arrived in a town 

where he was 
scheduled to 
p r each  and 
found signs eve-
rywhere an-
nouncing “the 
Gr e a t  S e t h 
Joshua.”  They 
told all about 
him, but were in 
reality advertis-

ing a stage imitation of the minis-
ter at a local theatre that night.  
Grotesque drawings promised 
much fun at the expense of this 
servant of the Lord.  That night 
the theatre was packed, and the 
crowd cheered as the actor came 
on the stage in perfect imitation of 
preacher Joshua. 

The actor raised his arms as he 
circled the stage, burlesquing the 
Bible and the evangelist. The third 
time around the actor fell with a 
thud, and a hushed audience soon 
discovered that he was dead.  God 
will not hold his wrath forever. 

Provoking God 
Bill Brinkworth 

Many believe God to be a lit-
tle, old, grey-haired man that 
never gets mad, and constantly 
smiles.  Little do they know of the 
true God described in His Word, 
the Bible.  Yes, God is a God of 
love, but there are other sides of 
the Creator. There are things that 
He hates, and there are things that 
anger Him.  Usually, sin provokes 
God to anger.   Here are several 
sins that offend and make God 
angry: 

Lack of faith in God, espe-
cially when He has shown Him-
self able to deliver His people in 
the past. God had Moses send out 
12 men to spy out the land He 
wanted them to occupy.  When 
ten of the returning spies had a 
discouraging, non-trusting-God-to
-overcome-all-obstacles report, 
God was provoked to anger.  He 
was angered because the people to 
whom He had proved himself 
mighty, so often in the past, wor-
ried and fretted that they would be 
destroyed.  God was angered be-
cause of their weak, tottering faith 

Continued on Page 2 

No Fear of Judgment 
A. C. Dixon 

I do not expect to be judged at 
the last day.  I have no fear of the 
great, white throne.  My case has 
been settled in the Court of Mercy, 
in which God is judge and Jesus 
Christ is the advocate.   

“There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  

                               Romans 8:1 
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“Who shall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elect? It is 
God that justifieth.”   

                        Romans 8:33 
If you desire to take an ap-

peal from this Court of Mercy 
to the Supreme Court of Justice 
you may do so.  I prefer to 
come to God, the Judge of all, 
today when I may be repre-
sented by such an advocate as 
Jesus Christ. 
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day, and He brought on the flood 
that changed the face of the 
world. The sin of four cities 
(Deuteronomy 29:23), including 
Sodom and Gommorah, angered 
God so much that He destroyed 
those towns; so their sin would 
not spread. The sins of Israel 
when they doubted, questioned, 
and took their unbelief out on 
their leader, Moses, angered God. 
Many times the Lord had to chas-
tise them, because of their sin.   

God has not  changed 
(Hebrews 13:8). What angered 
God in Old Testament times, still 
can provoke God to anger today. 
He is very patient and loving with 
us.  He gives us many “second, 
third, etc.” chances to repent and 
turn from our wicked sin.  One 
day, however, His toleration of 
sin will cease.  The examples of 
the Bible prove that no one can 
escape an angry God.  Certainly, 
those of today in sin also will not 
escape the wrath of a mighty God 
provoked to anger. 

 

Then What?    
The Church Herald 

Charles G. Finney, a young 
lawyer, was sitting in a village 
law office in the state of New 
York. 

Finney had just come into the 
old squire’s office.  It was very 
early in the day, and he was all 
alone when the Lord began to 
deal with his heart. 

“Finney, what are you going 
to do when you finish your 
course?” 

“Put out a shingle and practice  
law.” 

“Then what?” whispered the 
quiet voice to his heart. 

“Get rich.” 
“Then what?” 
“Retire.” 
“Then what?” 
“Die.” 
“Then what?” 
The words came tremblingly, 

“The judgment.”  
He ran for the woods a half 

mile away.  All day he prayed, 
and vowed that he would never 
leave until he had made his peace 
with God.  He saw himself at the 
judgment bar of God.  For four 
years, he had studied law, and 
now the vanity of a selfish life, 
lived for the enjoyment of the 
things of this world, was made 
clear to him. 

Finney came out of the woods 
that evening, after a long struggle, 
with the high purpose of living 
henceforth to the glory of God and 
of enjoying Him forever.  From 
that moment blessings untold 
filled his life, and God used him 
in a mighty way, not as a lawyer 
but as a preacher, to bring thou-
sands to conversion over a useful 
period of fifty years. 
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in Him. 
“And the LORD said unto 

Moses, How long will this people 
provoke me? and how long will it 
be ere they believe me, for all the 
signs which I have shewed among 
them?“ Numbers 14:11  

Idolatry. Making something 
more important than God is idola-
try; be it idols, worship of another 
person or deity, or even giving a 
thing in one’s life more preemi-
nence than God. The lack of wor-
ship of the Creator angers the Al-
mighty.   

“When thou shalt beget chil-
dren, and children's children, and 
ye shall have remained long in the 
land, and shall corrupt your-
selves, and make a graven image, 
or the likeness of any thing, and 
shall do evil in the sight of the 
LORD thy God, to provoke him to 
anger:” Deuteronomy 4:25   Also 
Deu. 9:18, I Kings 14:9 

 “The children gather wood, 
and the fathers kindle the fire, and 
the women knead their dough, to 
make cakes to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink of-
ferings unto other gods, that they 
may provoke me to anger.” 
Jeremiah 7:18    Also Jer. 25:6 

False beliefs and pagan prac-
tices. Not only does idolatry pro-
voke God to anger, but beliefs and 
practices related to it do also. Here 
in Second Kings, casting spells, 
speaking to the dead, curses, and 
witchcraft angered God. 

“And he made his son pass 
through the fire, and observed 
times, and used enchantments, and 
dealt with familiar spirits and wiz-
ards: he wrought much wickedness 
in the sight of the LORD, to pro-
voke him to anger.” II Kings 21:6   
Also II Kings 17:17 

“And he caused his children to 
pass through the fire in the valley 
of the son of Hinnom: also he ob-
served times, and used enchant-
ments, and used witchcraft, and 
dealt with a familiar spirit, and 
with wizards: he wrought much 
evil in the sight of the LORD, to 
provoke  h im to  anger .”  
                          II Chronicles 33:6 

Vanity.  Making things on this 
earth more important than God 
and His purpose for our lives is 
spending our time unwisely.  This 
vanity provokes God to anger. 

“For he walked in all the way 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 
in his sin wherewith he made Is-
rael to sin, to provoke the LORD 
God of Israel to anger with their 
vanities.” I Kings 16:26 

 
 
Throughout the Bible other 

accounts verify there is a point 
where God tolerates sin no more, 
and His wrath is poured out on the 
trespassers.  His anger was pro-
voked against the sin of Noah’s 

The deeds we do, the words 
we say, 

Into still air they seem to fleet, 

We count them ever past; 

But they shall last, 

In the dread judgment they  

And we shall meet.   
—  John Keble, The Effect of Example 

“Much more then, being now 

justified by his blood, we shall 

be saved from wrath through 

him.”   Romans 5:9  

The  Devil helps the 
thief every day, but one 
day God will help the 
policeman.  


