
Catching Monkeys  
Bill Brinkworth 

Many hunters use their skill 
with bow and arrow, blowguns, 
and spears to kill monkeys. Mis-
sionary Arnold Skelton told of an 
interesting way that natives use in 
catching the primates. Some 
clever hunters have figured out a 
way that monkeys can trap them-

selves. 
The hunter would 

scour the 
j u n g l e s 

looking for the 
right-sized, wild 

gourd. It would 
have to be of a 

large-size and fairly big around 
the middle. 

After the gourd had dried for 
several weeks, he would then cut 
a two-inch hole in the side and a 
smaller one in the top, where a 
rope could be put through and the 
gourd hung from a tree. He would 
then take the insides out of the 
gourd, leaving an empty hard-
shelled trap that he would use to 
catch a monkey dinner. 

After finding the right place  in 
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“And the Lord went before 
them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 

to lead them the 
way; and by 
night in a pillar 
of fire, to give 
them light; to 
go by day and 
night:” Exodus 
13:21 
God’s leading 
is not vague.  
He is an appar-

ent God for those who are saved; 
whose spiritual eyes are focused 
to recognize His presence and 
leading.  God does not take pleas-
ure in hiding Himself and leaving 
us guessing.  We often look for 
hidden, secret, subtle signs of His 
leading; when in fact, He usually 
leads openly, clearly, apparently.  
He wants us to know how He is 
leading and makes Himself very 
evident to us. 

When attempting to follow the 
leading of God, do you miss the 
obvious by looking for the con-
cealed? 

Lord’s Day        
Author Unknown 

Some years before the coal 
mines were mecha-
nized, a train 
passed some mines 
in Pennsylvania.  
One man on the 
train turned to an-
other and asked 
why the fields were 
so full of mules. 
“The mules are worked in the 
mines through the week,” replied 
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the other, “and they are brought 
up into the 
light on Sun-
day to keep 

them from 
going blind.”  

Sunday answers a 
similar purpose with 

men.  A blind, dead, 
tired body 

and a blind, 
dead, starved soul 

are the results of Sunday ill 
spent. 
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Now available:  
A large print edition of this newsletter. at 

http://www.OpenThouMineEyes.com/Newsletters.htm.   

Miracles of Christ 
1. Changed water into _______________. (John 2:9) 

2. Healed the nobleman’s  _______________.  
(John 4:46-50) 

3. Healed  a Capernaum man with an  __________ 
__________. (Luke 4:31-35) 

4. Healed Simon’s _________ __________.  
(Luke 4:38-39) 

5. Healed  a  _______________. (Matthew 8:3) 

6. Healed a man with a __________ __________.  
(Matthew 12:10-13) 

7. Healed a centurion‟s  _______________.   
(Matthew 8:13) 

8. Resurrected a widow‟s  _______________.  
(Luke 7:12-13) 

9. Calmed a raging  _______________.  (Luke 8:23-24) 

10. Walked on the   _______________.  (Mark 6:48) 
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Well, maybe YOU can’t. There 
is, however, another way to get 
the victory.  

This way is to call upon the 
Lord to help you. He is able to 
help you get the victory over this 
world, and its traps and snares.  

You must trust in Him to 
show you the way out. Here are 
some Bible verses about letting 
go and letting God help you get 
the victory over the devices of 
this world: 

“I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
Philippians 4:13 

“He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength. Even the 
youths shall faint and be weary, 
and the young men shall utterly 
fall: But they that wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint.” Isaiah 40:29-31  

“Fear thou not; for I am with 
thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of 
my righteousness.” Isaiah 41:10  

“Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in ne-
cessities, in persecutions, in dis-
tresses for Christ's sake: for when 
I am weak, then am I strong.” II 
Corinthians 12:10  

 
The only way you will know 

His will and way is if you read 
His book. His Word is exactly 
that. It is a book with the pre-
served plans of God to help you 

through life. You will never know 
His way, if you don’t read it. You 
will never get the victory, unless 
you obey it.  

Yes, little monkey there is a 
way out of your predicament. Let 
go, and let your Heavenly Father 
help release you from sin’s bond-
age. 

 

The Old Is Better 
H. Cameron 

 

What is the new theology? 
Some substitute for Calvary? 

Exalting sinful self, guilty man, 
Ignoring Heaven‟s peerless 

plan? 
It cannot give my conscience 

peace, 
Nor find my spirit sweet 

release. 
 

What is the old theology? 
„Tis Jesus died 
instead of me. 
Jehovah‟s law 
he magnified, 

God‟s justice 
fully satisfied; 

I died in him, yet live 
again 

With him forevermore to reign. 
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the jungle, where there were 
plenty of monkeys, he would 
hang his trap from a tree. In the 
center of the gourd-trap, he 
would place several handfuls of 
peanuts and then leave his mon-
key-catcher. 

In a short time, the curious 
creatures would scamper over to 
see what the man had left behind. 
A quick glance and a long sniff 
would reveal to the monkeys that 
one of their favorite foods was 
conveniently close by — and easy 
to get! 

One monkey would venture 
first. He would look the gourd 
over well. The gourd was a com-
mon sight to the creature and 
would not rouse many questions, 
and inside he would discover 
wonderful, plump peanuts. What 
more could a monkey ask for? 

Into the gourd would venture 
one monkey’s hand, grasp one or 
two peanuts, and then slowly, he 
would ease out his hand. Easy 
pickings! He got a handful and 
they were so good! 

Perhaps another monkey saw 
how easily it was done. He too 
wanted his share. In would go his 
little hand, and not wanting to 
miss out on this free deal (“Why, 
some of the other monkeys may 
go next and not leave any for 
him!”), he would grab as many as 

he could get. His hand was now 
too big to get back out of the hole. 
When he tried to pull back his 
hand, it would not come out 
through the gourd’s hole. His hand 
was stuck. 

He would pull and pull but to 
no avail. He was caught. There 
seemed to be no way out. His own 
selfishness had bound him to the 
trap. It would never dawn on him 
to let go of the peanuts. There he 
would be captured until the hunter 
would return and easily kill the 
monkey. 

So many people are in a similar 
trap. It may not be a lust for pea-
nuts that has them bound, but it 
may be cigarettes, lying, stealing, 
drugs, drinking or some other sin 
that has them caught. 

At first the sin looked harm-
less. “Everyone was doing it and it 
seemed to be okay.” Finally, sin’s 
noose tightened, and there was no 
longer any fun or enjoyment in the 
sin.  

It has you caught. There seems 
no escape from the terrible wage 
(and there always is at least one) 
of the sin. There is. Let go before 
it’s too late!  

“Oh, it’s easy to say, but harder 
to do,” many claim the excuse.  

There is only one way to es-
cape the consequences of sin, and 
that’s to leave it. No person can do 
it for you. No pill will take sin’s 
grip away. No good work will 
erase it out. You have to break its 
hold. The sin has to be stopped. 
The longer it continues, the 
stronger its grip. 

“Well, I can’t stop this sin.” 

Those who put 
God first will be 

happy at last. 

 Give God what’s 
right, not 

what’s left!.  

Anger is the wind 
that blows out the 

mind’s lamp! 

 


