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Substitutes
By Bill Brinkworth

The substitute for not getting
the calories of sugar is products
like Sweet-n-Low.

The substitute for starving
and not providing for your family
is to get a job to meet those needs.
(Welfare is not a biblical alterna-
tive!)

The substitute for pain is a
pain-reliever.

The substitute for sadness is
joy.
The substitute for going to
Hell is to believe that Jesus took
your punishment for your sins,
and to ask him to save you from
going there.
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Burning The Bridges
By Bill Brinkworth

When growing up, | often
heard the good advice, “Don’t
burn the bridges behind you, in
case you have to come back.”
The advice meant that if you were
quitting a job, leave under good
circumstances, in case you had to
work there again or if they had to
give you a reference. If it was the
end of the school year, it would be
wise to leave in good standing
with all the students in case you
had to share classes with them
next year. If you were moving
out of the neighborhood, it would
be good to leave a good impres-
sion with your neighbors rather
than leaving them with a bad one
of you. You never knew if you
would bump into them again. |
was taught to always try to keep
the door open; so that you could
always go back or be welcomed if
you had to return.

Continued on Page 2

Getting Your Attention
By Bill Brinkworth

“It is a hard church to preach
to,” thought Evangelist J. H. Sulli-
van as he looked out into the con-
gregation.

It was August 31, 1886, and
the Pine Log Methodist Church
congregation seemed indifferent
and uninterested in the gospel
message he was preaching.

How it
must  have
discour-
aged  theg:
preacher to v
look out on
yawning
faces and
blank
stares.

J. H. Sullivan had prepared
well and the message was what
the Lord wanted him to preach,
but still, no reaction.

The preacher then, with a bur-
dened heart for the lost souls of
that congregation, did an unusual
thing. He prayed that the Lord
would shake the church, if it took
that to awaken the people.

Continued on Page 3
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Burning The Bridges
Continued form Page 2

It is good advice — in most
cases. One exception is when it
applies to living the Christian life.
When a person solely trusts Christ
for his salvation, he is born again
into the family of God. He is a
new creature. He is free from the
bondage of sin. God does not
want him to go back into the same
mess he got saved from.

If God saved a person and
helped him overcome the sin of
lying, God certainly does not want
him to go back into the same sin.
If God delivered a person from the
clutches of a terrible drinking
habit, He does not want him back
in the same situation. When he
saves us and cleans our lives up,
He wants us to stay clean from sin
that will hurt us. He gives us a
second chance.

The only way we can keep
from going back into the same sin
God delivered us from is to keep
away from it. The safest way to
protect yourself from going back
in to the lifestyle God rescued you
from is to “burn the bridges” be-
hind you. In this situation, it is
good advice.

I learned this lesson in many
ways when | first got saved. God
dealt with me about my sin of
smoking. He convicted my heart
to keep from defiling my life with
that sin (I Corinthians 3:16-17),
but it was too hard for me to quit.
I needed His help. God impressed
on my heart that if | made it public
to my friends and family that |
was quitting smoking, it would be
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somewhat embarrassing to go
back on my word. My telling
everyone “burnt the bridges be-
hind me”, making it difficult to
return to that sin. 1 did just that,
and it helped.

Later, God impressed on me
that | needed to stay away from
certain friends, as | would fol-
low them into more sin. It was
hard just to stop seeing them.
God showed me from some Bi-
ble passages that my new re-
sponsibility as a Christian was to
tell my friends how they could
be saved. It was hard, but I
found that some listened. Others
decided that if I was going to
live a Godly life they would not
have anything to do with me
(Ironic isn’t it; they would be
your friend when you did wrong,
but not when you did right).
This “burnt the bridges” behind
those relationships; so | could
not go back into the same life of

If youwant to be
DISTRESSED, look within,
:  Ifyouwanttobe
: DEFEATED, look back.

:  Ifyouwanttobe

:  DISTRACTED, look
around, :
: Ifyouwanttobe :
DISMAYED, look i
before. :
If youwant to be :
DELIVERED, look up. =
If youwant to be :
DEUIGHTED, lookto :
Christ,

LIVING CHRISTIANITY
In the home, it’s
kindness,

In business, it's honesty,
In society, it’'s courtesy,
In work, it’s faithfulness,
Toward the weak, it’s

help,

Toward the wicked, it's
resistance,

Toward the penitent, it's
forgiveness,

Toward God, it’s
obedience

sin | had come from, and could
only spiritually move forward.
God loves you so much that
He sacrificed His only Son’s
(Jesus) life, so that you could
spend eternity in heaven. If you
trust on Jesus’ death, burial, and
resurrection for you salvation
(Roman 10:9), you are a child of
God. He saved your from the
punishment of sin. You cannot
lose your salvation. It is a gift
freely given to you, forever.
With this gift comes a new life
and a possibility of a new future.
Do not go back into the same life
you were saved from.
“Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate
... " II Corinthians 6:17
The pull to go back into the
same sinful life you were born
into is too great for anyone to
resist. King David could not re-
sist the temptation of sin. King
Solomon could not.  Samson
could not; nor could Lot’s wife,
Moses, Peter, Saul, Deliah, or
you. Make it inconvenient for
yourself to go back into the same

life and habits that you asked
God to deliver you from. “Burn
the bridges” so you cannot return
to a life of not pleasing or living
for God.

Getting Your Attention
Continued from Page 1
Shortly after, the church and
surrounding community were
shaken by a powerful earth-
quake. Many of the congrega-
tion then dropped to their knees
and begged God for His mercy.
God had gotten their attention,
and now they were attentive to

His message.

Are you bored with the things
of God? Are you uninterested in
living the Godly life? It is God’s
desire that you turn and trust in
Him. What does it take to get
your attention?

Jesus is indeed wonderful
from A toZ. Heis
wonderful in His:

Almighty power Presence

Beauty Quietness
Coming Resurrection
Deity Sovereignty
Eternality Teachings
Forgiveness Understanding
Godhead Victory

Holy Spirit Wisdom
Infinite being eXcellency
Judgment Yesterdays
Kingdom Zeal

Love

Mercy
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